CHAPTER    II
THE SARAJEVO OUTRAGE
The Assassination
ON Sunday the 28th of June, 1914, the Archduke Francis
Ferdinand, who was taking part in the Austrian manoeuvres
in the neighbourhood of Sarajevo as inspector of the
army, paid a State visit to the capital of Bosnia together
with his morganatic wife, Sophia Chotek, Duchess of
Hohenberg. The visit had been announced some time
beforehand.
It was the Vidov Dan (the feast-day of St. Vitus),
the anniversary of the battle of Kossovo, on which, five
hundred and twenty-five years earlier, had been staked
the fate of the old independent kingdom of Great Serbia.
In that batde its independence was destroyed by the
Turks. This anniversary, hitherto regarded as a day of
patriotic mourning, was to be celebrated as a festival
now that the wars of 1912 and 1913 had restored the
prestige of victorious Serbia, and the population of Bosnia,
who had remained loyal to Serbia despite their annexation
by Austria, observed the Vidov Dan in the same way as
the sister population of the Serbian kingdom.
The official visit of the Archduke and his wife, paid
on a day when nationalist enthusiasm was bound to be
particularly excited, was obviously not without its dangers.
These dangers were the more unmistakable in that, as
early as June 5th, the Serbian Minister in Vienna had
called on the Austro-Hungarian Minister in charge of
Bosniak-Herzegovinian affairs for the purpose of con-
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